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W) While preparing the altar, the collection is being taken
up. The collection is a very important part of the preparation rite,

. . . . - . Remerber 7
not only in helping sustain our parish, but it also allows us to give PRAYTER

back to God some of what he has given us. When the gifts are
brought forward, it is symbolic of giving back to God — a finished
product if you will — of what He has given us to work with. During
the prayer over the gifts, the priest says, “Blessed are you, Lord
God, of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread
to offer, which earth has given and human hands have made. It
will become for us the bread of life.” And likewise the wine,
“...Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of the
vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual
drink.” What a great gift to give back to God. Those things of the
earth, which He gave us, now sustain us physically and
spiritually. So, too, with our financial gifts. God has given us the
abilities we possess to provide for ourselves and for those
entrusted to our care. We learn to work hard to put a roof over
our head, to have a reliable means of transportation and to
acquire some of those nice things that make our life more
enjoyable. But before all of that, we are asked to give our first [ &~
fruits back to God. At least 70 times in the Old Testament — and
several other times in the New Testament — we are instructed by ( % % D)%
God to give a tithe, or 10 percent of our first fruits. As a parish
family, we need financial resources to maintain the kind of
facilities we have here at Holy Family and provide the type of # $
programs that will help us to grow in holiness and spiritual
maturity. A recommended formula for financial giving is to give ( ) *
5% directly to our parish, 2% to ADF to support the Church of our
Archdiocese, 2% to Catholic Charities to help the Church % BB &
Universal assist those who are in heed and the remaining 1% to
any of the other programs that are offered. This, of course, is
only a model. The important thing is to make a sacrifice
acceptable to God...and our first concern in making that sacrifice C’ D * 4 , >
is always our local parish. While our parish is unique in that it "

serves many people who do not call Lawton or Holy Family their Readings: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20 Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

home (those who are here because of Ft Sill, or something ’ ’ ! -
related to Ft Sill), we ask them to take some ownership in our s
parish while they are here. Sometimes the blessings that come i !
from tithing we may never see, but they are abundant...the Lord
Himself assures us of this throughout holy Scripture. o

Readings: Ex 17:3-7 Rom 5:1-2,5-8 Jn 4:5-42

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL’S guiding philosophy is based
on the adage: Give people a fish and they eat today — teach them
to fish and they eat for the rest of their lives.

OUR GOAL IS TO FILL NOAH’S ARK WITH ANIMALS
- $5,000.
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Please pray for the repose of the soul of Ruth
Dzialo, mother of Ed Dzialo.




THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
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YOUTH REPORT...Parents, please plan on joining the
children from our Religious Education

program for a presentation by Nancy

Housh, Director of Youth and Young

Adult Ministry in the Archdiocese, as she

talks about the many different youth

activities our Archdiocese offers. Nancy

is also the director of Our Lady of Guadalupe Summer
Camp and she will bring a video showing the fun,
fellowship and spiritual formation that can be experienced
at camp. The presentation will be Wednesday, Feb 20 at 7
PM in the FLC Gym. Scholarships and financial help for
summer camp are available.

“#S  #$ %
% &'()
a +(-
& (- -
(1 &
&& (

BLOOD DRIVE... If you plan to donate whole
blood at our next blood drive on April 20, 2008,
please do not donate at the OBI Center after
February 23, 2008 per the 56 Day Cycle.
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Last Sunday afternoon, 22 people from
our RCIA class attended the Rite of Election at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Oklahoma
City. This is one of the final steps in bringing them into
the Church, which will take place at the Easter
Vigil. Congratulations to all of you for persevering in this
journey of faith.

Father/Daughter Ball The Father/Daughter Ball last
Saturday night was a huge success. We thank all of
those fathers who spent the evening dancing the night
away with those lovely young ladies and the young
ladies for getting their fathers out on the dance floor and
giving them a good workout. The Challenge Girls did a
great job decorating and proving wonderful food for a
complete evening. Next years ball should be even
better.

Are you looking to deepen your Lenten experience? Stop
by the Holy Family bookstore to see the new Lenten
books we have available for you!



