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Y) Once the gifts have been received by
the priest and given to the deacon and
servers, all return to the altar. The
deacon receives the bread from the
server and hands it to the priest who
offers a prayer of thanksgiving (see letter “W”) that
we are able to use the natural elements of the earth
to return to Him as our offering. This prayer is
reminiscent of the old Jewish table prayer of
thanksgiving. While the priest is saying the prayer
over the bread, the deacon prepares the
chalice. He places a small amount of wine in the
presider's chalice and then mingles a few drops of
water in with it while saying inaudibly, “By the
mystery of this water and wine may we come to
share in the divinity of Christ who humbled Himself
to share in our humanity.” | have consulted all of
my theology books and cannot come to a
consensus on the exact significance of this liturgical
action. Some say this mingling of water and wine
symbolizes the two natures of Christ (human and
divine). Others, that it symbolizes the union of
Christ and His Church. Still others say it represents
the blood and water that flowed from Christ's side
when He was lanced by the centurion’s spear as He
hung on the Cross. This much we do know...in the
ancient world, wine was often tempered with water
(not quite sure why, possibly to make it go farther)
and this tradition found it's way into the
Liturgy. After the deacon has prepared the chalice,
he hands it to the priest who says the blessing
(again, see letter “W") in the same manner as he
did the bread. After the bread and wine have been
prepared, the priest bows and says inaudibly, “Lord
God, we ask you to receive us and be pleased with
the sacrifice we offer you with humble and contrite
hearts.” The key in that last sentence is “...humble
and contrite hearts.” That is what God desires from
each of us, yet it seems so hard to do...at least for
me.

ADORATION... Don’t forget, we have
Eucharistic adoration every Monday from 12:30
to 9:00 PM. What a great way to spend some
quiet time with God and ourselves during this
holy season of Lent.

MASS INTENTIONS AND READINGS
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Readings: Jer 11:18-20 Jn 7:40-53
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Readings: Ez 37:12-14 Rom 8:8-11 Jn 11:1-45
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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
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